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| ON THE NECESSITY OF BUILDING. — | 


A FREE CHURCH 


EYED pe. | FOR THE GENERAL ACCOMMODATION /OF 5 | 
THE PARISH OF WALCOT 


AT LARGE, 


And of the POOR in particular. 


Ta : | BY THE 


* 


REVEREND WILLIAM LEIGH, LL. B. 
RECTOR OF LITTLE-PLUMSTEAD IN THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK. 
PRICE ONE SHILLING. Fs 
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A 


S E RM ON 


PREACHED AT BATH, 


DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 1792, 
AT 


Tur PARISH CHURCH or WALCOT, 


2 wa THE CHAPELS OF 


Sr. MARGARET an» QUEEN-SQUARE, 


POINTING OUT 


THE NECESSITY OF BUILDING 


| A FREE CHURCH. 
L ro WHICH 18 ADDED | Le. (U 20s) 
AN APPENMLS 


BY SEVERAL GENTLEMEN, 


GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR PROCEEDINGS IN THE 
PROSECUTION OF THE PLAN. 


d 


— — . — 


BATH, PRINTED BY R. CRUTT WELL; 
AND $0LD IN LONDON BY 


ROBSON, BOND-STREET, axv PHILLIPS, GEORGE-YARD, LOMBARD-STREET ; 
AND BY ALL THE BOOKSELLERS IN BATH. | 


MDCCXCIII, 


: ro THE 


INHABITANTS OF THE PARISH OF WALCOT, 
IS MOST RESPECTFULLY ADDRESSED 


| AND DEDICATED 
THIS SERMON; 
WHICH, 
BY THE REQUEST OF THEIR WORTHY MINISTER, 


HAS BEEN WRITTEN, PREACHED, AND Is NOW MADE PUBLIC, 
; | 


A FREE CHURCH 


FOR. THE GENERAL ACCOMMODATION OF | 


* 


THE PARISH AT LARGE, 
we 

, THE PAROCHIAL POOR, 

: DURING 1; | 


THE USUAL TIMES OF DIVINE SERVICE. 


F en 
Bs ; IN 


JAMES ii. 1. 
MY BRETHREN; HAVE NOT THE FAITH OF OUR LORD 
jesus CHRIST, THE LORD OF GLORY, WITH RESPECP 
OF PERSONS, 3 


— 


HE love of diſtinction may juftly be confidered, not 
hs merely as one of the moſt active and prevailitig pa- 
ſions in the human breaſt, but as that, upon which, in pro- 
portion as it is well or ill regulated, depends the welfare of 
individuals, and the good order and happineſs of ſociety. 


In men of mean and narrow minds, who-look upon wealth 
as the moſt enviable of human diſtinEions, this paſſion is 
found to degenerate into avarice, and diſplays itſelf in a 
thouſand petty inſtances of fraud and rapacity: in fpirits of 
a more liberal eaſt, and more extenſive views, it often be- 


comes 


6 1 
comes ſubſervient to ambition ; and will break out, if not 
reſtrained by common prudence, by the ſtronger ſenſe of 
moral rectitude, and of obedience to the Word of Gop, into 
unlawful efforts for the acquiſition of- power, or into a vio- 
| lent abuſe of it when acquired. 


But when this love of diſtinction is implanted in men of 
right principles and ſound underſtanding ; when it is ex- 
erted by proper means, and directed to proper ends; and 
when it is regulated by a ſtrict adherence to that duty which 
every man owes to ſociety ; then it is, that it produces al- 
moſt every thing that is uſeful, and honourable, and excel- 
lent; that it ſtimulates the exertions of the artiſt, the phi- 
loſopher, and the patriot; that it quickens induſtry, and 
animates virtue: in ſhort, it is to this principle, thus act- 
ing and thus governed, that we may aſcribe almoſt all that 
in different ages of the world has contributed to poliſh, to 
improve, and to dignify mankind. 


For the ſupport then and for the propagation of a prin- 
ciple ſo eminently and ſo extenſively beneficial, it is neceſ- 
A ſary 
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ſary and it is juſt that ſociety ſhould hold out to merit of 
every kind thoſe diſtinctions which are beſt ſuited to reward 
it, and to which it moſt naturally and moſt honourably 
aſpires; ſo that no ſpecies of activity ſhould be exerciſed in 
vain, either with regard to the individual who exerts it, or 
to the community which is benefited by ſuch exertion; and 
that, as well for the one as for the other of theſe purpoſes, 
there ſhould, in every well-regulated ſtate, be objects worthy 
the attainment of every one who has talents and perſeverance 
ſufficient to attain them; Power for Wiſdom—Wealth for 
Induſtry—Honour for Virtue. On theſe grounds have in 
all ages and in all countries been eſtabliſhed, and on theſe 
grounds are in all times to be defended and approved, cer- 
tain gradations in ſociety of rank and of riches, which ariſe 
from the proportionate exertions of ability, of induſtry, and 
of goodneſs among individuals; and which to confound, or 
to aboliſh, would be to take away from among men all 
liberal motives for the active and uſeful exerciſe of talents, 
and of virtue; and to ſubſtitute a barren indolence of diſ- 


poſition, and a ſluggiſh inſenſibility to excellence of every 


kind, in its room. | | 
C | But 


bt 4 1 

But whatever policy or juſtice may dictate with reſpect to 
the affairs of this world, and to the different relations of 
man to man in the modifications of human ſociety; with 
regard to that wide, and common relation in which we all. 
| Rand to the great Creator of the univerſe, there can be no 
variety, no preference, no diſtinction: and though the great- 
eſt benefit is doubtleſs to be acquired to ſociety by the exiſt- 
ence of perſonal diſtinctions ariſing from influence, from 
wealth, or from ability, yet Religion conſiders all mankind 
in this reſpect upon an equal footing ; ſince it is from the 
bounty of the Supreme Being that originates all that wealth, 

that ability, and that fortunate concurrence of circumſtances, 
which form the baſis of every degree of eminence in ſociety. 


' In the fight of Gop, therefore, all perſonal A 
however honoured by the approbation of the world, are 


no avail: the approbation of the world may gratify our 
pride. Religion conſults not our pride, but preſcribes 
our duty. We may reaſon ourſelves, as indeed we are juſ- 
tified in doing, into an opinion of the conſequence of that 
approbation to our happineſs; but Religion appeals from our 


reaſoning 


E 

reaſoning faculties to our faith in Chriſt, and to our obedi- 

ence to the Goſpel: Amongſt our fellow=creatures, we may 
rank high or low according to our relative merit or ſitua- 
tion, but Religion commands that we all walk in equal humi- 
| tity with our Gop; fince there can be no claim to pre- emi- 
nence in the preſence of Him, who is all-knowing, and all- 
powerful; and in whoſe ſight human grandeur is but va- 
nity, and human wiſdom but fooliſhneſs. 


The purity and benevolence of the Chriſtian faith incul- 
cates no precept more diligently than this equal ſituation of 
mankind in the eyes of their Creator! and the ſimplicity 
of the Chriſtian worſhip (more eſpecially of that reformed 
ftate in which we have adopted it) is admirably well calcu- 
lated for its illuſtratipn. Inſtances, however, of departure 
from this ſimplicity are to be found ſcattered through the 
New Teſtament ; and there is among them one which pre- 
ſents itſelf ſo forcibly, and which fo aptly applies to the 
particular occaſion for which I have been induced thus to 
addreſs you from this place, that T have choſen it to cha- 
_  raQterize the ſubject of my diſcourſe. 


1 My 


(6 ] 


ce My brethren, (ſaith the Apoſtle St. James in his general 
< epiſtle) have not the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the 
Lord of glory with reſpect of perſons. For if there come 
« into your aſſembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly 
e apparel, and there come in alſo a poor man in vile rai- 
ment; and ye have reſpect unto him that weareth the gay 
« clothing, and ſay unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; 
e and ſay unto the poor, Stand thou there, or fit thou here 
under my footſtool: are ye not then partial in yourſelves, 

« and are become judges of evil thoughts? Hearken, my 
40 beloved brethren, Hath not Gop choſen the poor of this 
« world, that they ſhould be rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which he promiſed to them that love him ? 
<« But ye have deſpiſed the poor: if therefore ye have regard 


to perſons, ye commit ſin, and are convinced of the law 
« as tranſgreſſors.” 


From this reproach of the Apoſtle, it ſhould ſeem, that 
it was not in the diſobedience of the great precepts alone, 
that the purity of the Goſpel was deſtroyed even in thoſe. 
early 1 „but that the pride of the damen heart diſplayed 


its 


1 
its unjuſt partialities even in tho forms of its worſhip ; and 
created a diſtinCtion in the very houſe of Gop, where, of all 
| Places, diſtinctions of any kind are moſt eſpecially forbidden. 


You will recolle& that the firſt object of the Chriſtian 
Revelation is, that it is to be addreſſed without partiality to 
all mankind ; for it preſcribes no duty as eſſential to ſalva- 
tion, which it is not in the power of all men to obey; nor 
does it appoint any form of worſhip, with which all men 
may not equally and without difficulty comply. It is not 
by precept alone that this object has been aſcertained, for 
the hiſtory of Chriſtianity gives us frequent and ftriking 
examples of the truth of it during the earlieſt period of its 
propagation. Go your way, (faith our Saviour to the diſ- 
ciples of John the Baptiſt, who came to enquire of him if 
he were indeed the promiſed Meſſiah) and tell John what 
ce things ye have ſeen and heard: how that the Blind ſee, 


the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, the 


< Dead are raiſed to Life again, AND TO THE POOR THE GOS- 


c pEL IS PREACHED.” And Chriſt's laſt command to his 


Apoſtles, juſt before his aſcenſion | into heaven, was, that they 
D ; ſhould 
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ſhould « go, and make Chriſtians of ALL naTIons, bapti- 


ing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of 


« the Holy Ghoſt.” 


It is alſo worthy of our obſervation, that the firſt divine 
declaration ever made to a heathen convert, as in the caſe 
of Cornelius the Roman centurion (of the juſtice and pro- 
priety of which, it required a circumſtantial viſion from 


heaven thrice repeated to convince St. Peter) was conveyed 


in this ſolemn form: Of a truth I perceive that Go is 


te no reſpecter of perſons, but that in every nation, he that 


« feareth him and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of him.“ 


It may be juſtly aſſerted, that the ſecond great command- 
ment of Chriſtianity will be more extenſively practiſed when 
it is founded upon the firſt: good actions acquire additional 


value from being derived from good principles; and perhaps 


the moſt perſuaſive motive to man for the impartial exerciſe 


of his benevolence, is the conviction that Gop himſelf 18 no 
reſpecter of perſons. | 


1 
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If then this great Criſtian Principle be thus found propor- 


tionably beneficial, as it is made to take part in all the active 
concerns of life; is it not the duty, and ought it not to be 
the pleaſure, of every Chriſtian, to aſſiſt in extending its in- 
fluence over every part of ſociety? I refer not, by this obſer- 
vation, to the particular moral conduct and religious exam- 
ples of Individuals; theſe are objects of our daily practice; 
but I refer more eſpecially to the ſocial part of our Chriſtian 
duty, which demands general and united exertions in behalf 
of Chriſtianity, whenever ſuch exertions, as in the preſent 
caſe, become neceſſary, in order to give equal opportunity to 
all perſons of frequenting the.public ſervice of Religion, and 
in order to encourage a regular and decent attendance.: fince 
without an habitual and general attention to the Public Wor- 
ſhip of the Deity, the very ſpirit of Chriſtianity will gra- 
dually 3 and decay. | 


The advantages which ariſe from ſome eſtabliſhed form of 
Public Worſhip are manifold: it is not intended at preſent 
to enter into the comparative merits of any of the various 
forms into which the Chriſtian world is divided ; but we 

- may 


% 


may collect the general agreement, & that ſome form is neceſ- 
ſary, from the zeal with which every one maintains the 


ſuperior 


»The importance of public places of worſhip will fully appear from the fol- 
lowing hiſtorical extract from Prideaux's Connection, vol. i. p. 390. 


| Mentioning the cauſes which prevented the Jews from falling into idolatry, 
after their return from captivity, and the building of the ſecond temple, he pro- 
ceeds thus: © So that the Law of Moſes was never more ſtrictly obſerved by 
„them, than from the time of Ezra (when ſynagogues firſt came into uſe 
*: among them) to the time of our Saviour; and they would have been un- 
ee blameable herein had they not overdone it, by adding corrupt traditions of 
their own deviſing, whereby at length (as our Saviour chargeth them) they 
< made the Law itſelf of none effect. And as by this method the Jewiſh 
religion was preſerved in the times mentioned, ſo alſo was it by the fame, 
4 that the Chriſtian was ſo ſucceſsfully propagated in the firſt ages of the Church, 
te and hath ever ſince been preſerved among us. For as the Jews had their 
» *« ſynagogues, in which the Law and the Prophets were read unto them every 
Sabbath; ſo the Chriſtians had their churches, in which from the beginning 
© all the doctrines and duties of their religion were every Lord's Day taught, 
« inculcated, and explained unto them. And by Gop's bleſſing upon this 
method chiefly was it, that this holy religion ſtill bore up againſt all oppreſſions; 
and notwithſtanding the ten perſecutions, and all other artifices and methods 
of cruelty and oppreſſion, which hell and MEAT could deviſe to ſuppreſs. 
«it, grew up and increaſed under them: which JULIAN THE APOSTATE Was 
© ſo ſenſible of, that when he put all his wits to work to find out new me- 
| ; | X „ thods 
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ſuperior excellence of his own. Let it not then, My Bre- 
 — thren, be either privately inſinuated, or publicly laid to our 


charge, that we, whoſe conſtant attendance in this place 
proves the preference which we give to our own eſtabliſh- 
ment, are become lukewarm as to its preſervation, or indif- 


ferent as to its general reception and ſupport. 


It is one of the principal benefits of Public Worhip, that 
it affords a viſible proof of the impartial love of the Deity 
towards all mankind. In the Houſe of Gop prayers and 

| praiſes are offered up to heaven in the behalf of all ; we are 
all THERE equally inſtructed in the hopes and in the fears; 
in the conditions and in the promiſes, of the goſpel ;—the ſa- 
craments are equally and without reſpect of perſons admi- 


niſtered to all. In the equality of public worſhip, there is 


« thods for the reſtoring of the heathen impiety, he could not think of any 
ci more effectual for this purpoſe, than to employ his philoſophers to preach it 
60 up every week to the people, in the ſame manner as the M iniſters of the 
“ Goſpel did the Chriſtian religion. And had it not pleaſed Gon to cut him 
off before he could put this deſign in execution, it is to be feared that his 
« ſucceſs herein would in a very great meaſure have anſwered what he propoſed 

« by it. &c.”*, | =; 
E therefore 
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therefore an unambiguous conſolation to thoſe upon wk 
the world does not ſmile: for in the Houſe of Gop at leaſt, 
no perſon can be conſidered as an outcaſt of ſociety ; ; In the 


Houſe of Gop at leaſt, the moſt chen and forlorn may 
be reſcued from deſpair. 


It would occupy more of your time and attention than 
could be appropriated to a diſcourſe from this place, to de- 
|  ſeribe particularly the advantages of public worſhip in all its 
gradations ; as it tends to keep alive, through every period 
of our preſent exiſtence, the comforts, the bleſſings, and the 
hopes of Chriſtianity. Suffice it to ſay, that it is the lead- 
ing ſource from which Religious Principles are nurtured in 
our infancy, are ſtrengthened in our youth, are matured in 
our manhood, and become the conſolation of our age. We 
are taught by it to look up to the Deity with joy, to tremble | 
at his diſpleaſure, to have confidence in his promiſes, and to 
view the near approach of death without ſorrowful apprehen- 
ſions. With regard to this life alſo, the habitual attendance 
on public worſhip, by ſetting before us ſo repeatedly the 
hiſtory of all that has been done and ſuffered for us by our 


Saviour 


2 


| edeemer, teaches us the true nature and the 
final object of that piety, that faith, and that fortitude, which 
are required of us; and thus it tends to imprint indelibly | 
upon our minds, that we ſhould become inſenſible, in a great 
meaſure, to every encomium, and to every reproach, except 
ſuch as we apprehend will reſt upon us at the laſt ſolemn 
day of account, from the unerring judgment of Gop through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. On theſe grounds every ſincere 
Chriſtian will account it his duty and his happineſs to en- 
courage the regular attendance of all ranks of people, and to 
remove every obſtacle which may prevent it. 


Saviour anc 


The Ceremonial of the Church of England is not bur- 
thenſome in what it requires of us ; it impedes not the ne- 
ceſſary attention to any buſineſs; it interferes not with the 
reaſonable purſuit of any pleaſure; its great object is, that 
we ſhould worſhip Gop after the manner which he himſelf 
hath pointed out as moſt acceptable to him; in the Name 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; in the full aſſurance 

of pardon through Chriſt to repenting ſinners; in the firm 
faith of deliverance from death, by the death of our Re- 


deemer; 
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deemer; and of reſurrection to immortal life through his 
reſurrection. | | 


Such then being in few words the ſpirit of the media- 
torial covenant between Gop and Man, which has been made 
public by the goſpel, and confirmed by the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt; on what motives of private convenience, or of per- 
ſonal advantage, can any Chriſtian juſtify the ſecluſion of 
part of the community from the participation of its public 
ſervice? And if by any unfortunate tram of circumſtances 
(for I muſt call the very proſperity of a place unfortunate, if 
it tend to confine the influence of the religious principle) 
the poor of this pariſh ſhould happen to be denied a general 
and free acceſs to places of public worſhip, which, from 
having been built at the expence of individuals, cannot rea- 
ſonably perhaps be expected tv open their doors promiſcu- 
ouſly to all, but only to thoſe who purchaſe admiſſion there ; 
it ſhould ſeem that ſuch Religious Aſſemblies (however ſin- 
cere be the devotion of thoſe who frequent them) muſt un- 
| happily be ſubject to the reproach of not complying with the 
firſt principle of the Chriſtian Religion—that To TE yoo 


THE 


( 15 J = 
THE GOSPEL 18 PREACKED—of thus giving the example of 
men having the glorious faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
w1TH reſpect of perſons : and of thus making the Temple of 
the common Father and Redeemer of us all, a place where 
the rich and the poor do woT freely meet together. 0 


Yet, my brethren, although this be a fact, of which the 
truth cannot be denied, and of which the exiſtence muſt be 
lamented; ſtill may we not be permitted to hope, that there 
are means in our power to wipe away from among us the 
| reproach under which at preſent we labour, of not accom- 
modating the parochial poor during the time of Divine Ser- 
vice a reproach which, though it may be attributed prin- 
cipally to the reſpect in which the right of private property 


lt is unfortunately the nature of man to turn into abuſe the very beſt prin- 
ciples of ſociety: for inſtance—The exerciſe of the right of private property is 
now in many inſtanees falling into great abuſe, particularly in our churches and 
chapels; in the former, the right of poſſeſſing pews, now become private pro- 
perty, threatens gradually to take away all accommodations from the poor during 
the time of Divine Service. The poor, it ſeems, may indeed fond in the ailess 
though even of this limited indulgence they are deprived in our chapels; where, 
it muſt be owned, they are moſt unwelcome gueſts, It is a known faQ, that 
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3s deſervedly held in this country, ought not, in a pariſh 
where improvements of every kind are ſo rapidly advancing, 
to be permitted any longer to exiſt. | 


The moſt effectual remedy appears to be that of building 
a FREE CHuRcn: and we truſt, that, without injury and 
without offence to any individual, we. may ſolicit: your aſſiſt- 
ance; towards the completion of this deſign; which, in addi- 
tion to the places of public worſhip already eſtabliſhed; may 
give general opportunity to perſons in every ſtation of life 
to meet together, at ane and the ſame time, and with one 
heart and one voice to adore the Majeſty of Heaven and 

Earth, to praiſe the Lord for his. goodneſs, and to 4 
the wonders. that he doeth for the children of men. 


there is a diſpoſition in the middling and lower claſſes: of people in Bath and 
Walcot to attend Divine Service; and that many, of thoſe who do attend, re- 
tire before Service is ended, for want of the common accommodation of a ſuffi- 
cient number of benches and ſeats properly diſpoſed and appropriated to their 
uſe. It muſt be obvious to every one, that if ſome attention be not paid to 
theſe circumſtances, the good effects of thoſe early impreſſions of Chriſtianity, 
which are now generally given to the children of the poor, will be very much 

| . All 

* | | 


Tel] 

All therefore; who ſincerely: wiſh to preſerve the peace of 
ſociety, and to extend the general influence of Chriſtian 
principles, may be aſſured that they will find their account 
in contributing to throw open the door of public worſhip 
indiſcriminately to all: and thus to inſtruct all perſons with- 
out exception, that as the divine aſſiſtance is promi ſed to 
human ſolicitation, what no man can be too virtuous not 
ſeriouſly to want, no man can be too vicious not condition- 


ally to obtain from the tender mercies of our Go. 


To the inhabitants of this large and opulent pariſh, who 
have been long in the laudable habit of providing for: the 

religious education of the children of their poor, it is with | 
peculiar propriety, that the conſideration, of procuring free 
acceſs to ſome place of public worſhip during the uſual times 
Divine Service, is ſeriouſly recommended. Tuxv well 
know how * is the proportion of the whole number 


which the pariſh church! is able to contain: THEY alſo well 


* Perhaps the circumſtance here ailuded to may not be Cerner to Bath, but 
may prevail in a greater or leſs degree in ſeveral other places, of which the in- 
duſtry and commerce may have occaſioned a rapid increaſe of population. But 
let it i where it may, it is an evil which deſerves the attention of Governe 


. ment, 
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know that the difcouragement which the poor of Walcot 

meet with in entering the chapels which are called private 
property, is equivalent to a prohibition. What and if theſe 
very children, brought up under their own eyes,+ muſt be | 
made to feel that the opportunity of joining in the prayers 
of this congregation will be taken away from them, the mo- 

ment they quit that ſchool in which they have received the 
_ firſt impreſſions of Religion! and that as children they are 
admitted where they will be excluded as men! Surely par- 
tialities ſuch as theſe ſhould remind us, that the decline of 


ment, if it be not in the inclination or in the power of individuals to remedy it. 
From this general obſervation, however, it is with ſingular pleaſure that I am 
able to except the chapel at Tunbridge Wells, which is open to all, and fitted 
up not with pews, but with forms with backs and arms to them, and haſſocks for 
kneeling. One fide of the chapel is appropriated to the men, the other to the 
women. The gallery is alſo in the ſame manner left open; that on one fide of 
the organ for men-ſervants and the lower claſs of people; and that on the 
other, for female-ſervants, and all others who chooſe to attend Divine Service. 


el have but juſt hinted at this very material argument; thoſe who wiſh to ſee 
it diſplayed in its full force, will do well to conſult a Sermon preached at St. 
Margaret's Chapel, April 15, 1792, on the fame occafion asthe preſent, by 
the Rev. Mr, Daubeny, and printed by R. Cruttwell. 


public 
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public worſhip among the parochial poor may naturally be 


expected to be followed by a decline of Chriſtian principles; 
but that by encouraging the eſtabliſhment of a Free Church, 
the poor may become ſatisfied that their real intereſts are _ 


cared for by ſociety, as well as by Religion. Be it then our 


endeavour, as it 1s demonſtrably onr duty and our advan- | 


tage, to eſtimate truly, and by our liberality to ſhew that 


we do truly eſtimate, our different relations towards our 
fellow- creatures, and the common dependency of us all upon 
Gop; who made us what we are, who of his own bene- 
ficence and for his own wiſe purpoſes hath endowed us 
ſeverally with different capacities, and permitted us to attain 


different degrees of ſucceſs in this world; but who will 


moſt aſſuredly call us in the next to an equal judgment, 


and, if we are qualified for it, to an equal reward. 


How often, in the common coarſe of this life, do we ſee 
the father of a numerous family ſending forth his children 


into the world, to purſue the various profeſſions and occupa- 
tions for which they ſeverally ſeem beſt qualified by rhei 


peculiar n and inclination. Their progreſs in their : 1 
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different purſuits is proportioned to their different attain- 
ments and opportunities; one perhaps has riſen to high 
eminencies of rank and of conſequence, while the others 
may be ſtill treading the humbler paths of life among the 
middling or lower claſſes of ſociety. But what ſhould we 
think of that ſon, if, elated by his ſuperior good ſucceſs, he 
ſhould take upon himſelf therefore to pay leſs reſpect than 
his brothers to their common parent, from whom like them 
he derived his being; and to whom he was indebted for the 
inſtruction of his youth, which was the baſis of his preſent 
exaltation; if he ſhould ſay to his father, .I will not join with 
e my brothers in homage and reſpect to you, for with them 
te J have nothing in common; zhey are poor, and I am rich; 
* zhey are unſucceſsful, and I have been proſperous.” Should 
we not think that he, who thus acted and thus argued, had 
forgotten the firſt dictates of humanity, and the beſt feelings 
of his nature? Should we not ſay that, however different or 
diſtant from each other the ſpheres of life in which the chil- 
dren of one family may move, ſtill towards the head of that 
family, as to a common center, they ſhould feel an equa! 
attraction; that at bis board, and under his roof, the inequa- 

| lities 
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ities which the affairs of this world may have occaſioned 
among them, ſhould be loſt and abſorbed in that piety and 
veneration towards him, which it is their common duty, and 


ſhould be their common pride to acknowledge. 


| Now if ſuch be the claims of an earthly parent, how much 
greater are thoſe of our Father who is in heaven, and from | 
whom we derive not only this preſent bounded exiſtence, 
but the certain proſpect of a world to come; not only the 
means of ſucceſs in this life, but, through Chriſt, the hopes 
of a bleſſed immortality hereafter? How much greater the 
piety and veneration due from the diffuſive family of man- 
kind? Surely in his preſence we ought to caſt away the re- 
membrance of thoſe trifling diſtinctions which ſeparate us 
from one another : here we ought to feel but one. intereſt, 
to glow but with one ſentiment ; the conſciouſneſs that from 
Him we all are, and to Him we ſhall all return; that we are 
all equally the children of hig love, and may all, if we pleaſe, 
be equally the inheritors of his glory. 


APPENDIX. 


*. 


) 


— * A 
2 2 * 5 _- * * 7 * . if 4 9 b IO —— 7 BY > 145. N \ 
# Haq F _——_—— TRIS 1 
* Py N 1077 1 v > * I * 
3 8 * p : e EE ES * 
Fel 


8 ; * 
£ 7 n g 5 a f i Fe i * 
65 25 * 33 8 8 N 8 *** | 2 
. * * . us | : ae 
— = X 4 » 4 " 4 : - b % 
5 . N 8 5 : 
* | : ; 


2 — 2 . * 
r r l "TE," 
et Ed * 1 . : 3 


WALCOT FREE CHURCH: 


HE want of general and free accommodation for the 


performance of the public ſervices of Religion, toge- 


ther with the evil conſequences to be apprehended from the 


bulk of the community being deprived of the labours of the 
parochial Miniſtry, muſt, to thoſe who are well affected to 
our happy Eſtabliſhment, be a matter of ſerious conſidera- 


tion. That this is the caſe in the Pariſh of Walcot, is no- 


torious, and the continued increaſe of its buildings recom- 


mends the preſent ſubject to immediate attention. Many 


whole ſtreets have been lately built, and many others are 
now building, for the reſidence of the labouring people; and 
there is reaſon to believe, that from the projected improve- 


ments in the Lower Town, and in the pariſh of Bathwick, 


conſiderable numbers of them will become pariſhioners. 


The Gentlemen, therefore, who undertook laſt year to 
bring forward the ſubject of a Free Church to private no- 
tice, feel themſelves emboldened, by the liberal ſubſcriptions 
H for 
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for which many perſons have made themſelves reſponſible, 
and which already amount to the ſum of about Two Thou- 


ſand Pounds, to recommend it at length to public attention. 


They have carefully examined a great variety of plans ſub- 
mitted to their conſideration, particularly that of an early 
ſervice;* that of purchaſing galleries in the preſent chapels; 
and that of applying to the pariſh for a rate; and they 
find none ſo adviſable as that of building by ſubſcription a 
a Free Church on a large ſcale. 


To carry this plan into execution it will require about 
Three Thouſand Pounds, excluſive of the land, as it is pro- 
poſed that the church ſhall be built in as centrical a ſpot as 


can be procured, and upon a ſcale ſufficiently extenſive to con- 


* See a Letter figned A. B. in the Bath Chronicle, Nov. 22, 1792. 


+ It appears from the aſſeſſment of the Poor Rates, that one rate of a ſhilling | 


in the pound would raiſe three thouſand pounds. There has been no Church- 
Rate for many years. 


It was found impoſſible, after many attempts and veftries called for the pur- 
pole, even to enlarge the pariſh church, in any other way than by borrowing 
| the money, and letting the ſeats to pay the intereſt. 
tain 
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tain Two Thouſand People. The whole area of the building, 
which is calculated to hold from Twelve to Fifteen Hundred, 
will be benched, for the free accommodation of all the Poor 


vrho may be diſpoſed to attend Divine Service. The Galle- 


ries round may contain fittings for about five hundred; the 
greater part of which are deſigned for the accommodation 


of perſons in a middle rank of life, and are propoſed to be 


lett at ſo low a price as will be juſt ſufficient to defray the ſa- 
laries of the Miniſters, and the other neceſſary expences. It 


is alſo propoſed, chat there ſhall be full Service both morning 


and afternoon, and a Sacrament once a month. 


The church will be built on freehold land, and will be 


. veſted in truſtees to be appointed from among the principal 
contributors, (of whom the Biſhop, Patron, and Incumbent, 


are to be three) for the purpoſe of preſerving the free uſe of 
the ſame for ever, ſolely for the purpoſes ahgyementioned. 


This plan has been ſubmitted to the Biſhop of the dioceſe, 


| who has been pleaſed to give it his approbation, to promiſe 


a ſuitable donation towards its completion, and to conſecrate 
it when finiſhed. 
Such 
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Such perſons, therefore, as feel themſelves diſpoſed toe 7 
þ 5 8 5 this undertaking, and may wiſh to receive more par 8 8 4 
* 5 ticular information upon it, will be ſo good as to apply to 5 
5 * any one of the following Gentlemen, who will with plea- g A 
5 ſure ſhew them a lift of ſums already ſet down for the pur- 
in e of carrying; _ above re into. 3 and dan | 
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iptions are alſo Rk at the Bank of Meſſicurs — 


a and 


and Ce. Milſom-ſtreet, where a liſt of the 
- ſubſcribers i is depoſited. - 
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